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Let’s see if we can identify all of the instructions Jesus gives.  Can anyone tell me one thing he tells his disciples in order to prepare them for going out into the world?

· Carry no purse, bag or sandals.

· Greet no one on the road.

· Enter a house with a wish for peace.  Stay, if that wish is returned to you.

· Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever you are given.

· Don’t go around to different houses.

· Wherever you are welcomed:  eat what is set before you, cure the sick, and tell them “The Kingdom of God has come near.”

· If you’re not welcomed, keep moving, but proclaim the same message:  “The Kingdom of God has come near.”


So, what do you notice about these instructions?  Did you notice how much time Jesus spends instructing his disciples on what they are supposed to say once they get into someones house and start having a conversation?  Very little, right?  All he tells them to say is, “The Kingdom of God has come near,” exactly the same message that John the Baptist proclaims at the start of the Gospel of Luke.  And did you notice that the disciples are supposed to proclaim this message to the people who welcome them AND to the people who reject them.  Jesus wants everyone to know that the Kingdom of God is near.  


But that’s it for talking points.  All of the rest of Jesus’ instructions are about how the disciples should behave, especially, how they should act once they find a house where they are welcomed.  Jesus gets really specific here—stay in one house, don’t go around to lots of houses.  And he tells the apostles to eat and drink whatever is offered them—an instruction so important that it’s the only one he says twice.


What do you make of Jesus’ emphasis?  Why do you think he’s so much more concerned about the apostles’ behavior as guests than he is about their ability to elaborate on the Gospel message and to answer any questions the townspeople might have?  Perhaps this shows Jesus’ confidence that the ones he sends out already have a firm grasp on everything he has tried to teach them.  Perhaps—but I doubt it.  Jesus’ inner circle of twelve disciples doesn’t seem to really understand Jesus’ message—what’s the chance that these 70 people have any clearer understanding?


I think the emphasis on behavior over content in Jesus’ instructions to the 70 indicates not so much what he thinks they know already, but rather, what they need to learn.  I think he is sending these people out not only to proclaim something, but also to learn something, to receive something.  Perhaps this is the best training they can receive as they grow to be followers of Jesus—they need to learn how to gratefully receive hospitality from someone else, to appreciate what is offered to them, to value—in fact, to depend on, the generosity of the people they seek to teach.

-Sending of the 70 is unique to Luke—already sent the disciples out.  These are the amateurs.

-In light of that, it’s interesting to note how Jesus prepared them.  Let’s list the instructions he gave:

-What does this list have in common?

-What is missing from this list—any instruction about what to say.

-the message is actually very simple—and it’s related in a way to how it is delivered.  The Kingdom of Heaven has come near.  That’s not just saying Jesus will come and visit you shortly.  It’s saying that God isn’t far off, and in fact is connected and involved with our lives.  There will be no difference between theology and ethics.

-Could it really be this simple?  Just don’t be a jerk?  The “rules” Jesus gives are pretty self-explanatory.  But it’s remarkably difficult to do these things, especially when you are convinced that you have something important to say.

_The Newseum—our speech does not have to be controlled or directed.  Instead, we build community, and within that community, there will be people who say important things and there will be people who hear what they have to say.  Others will not hear, but that’s not where we focus our energy, convincing the few people who will want to shut us down.

Not a big fan of Choose Civility—but I do like Jesus’ rules.  Emphasis on gratefully receiving the hospitality of others.

BUT—what do we say once we’re there?  (Joke about Jehovah’s Witnesses and Unitarians).

-There are things that we need to learn—and we can’t learn them from our own religion, our own community, our own teachers.  That’s not to say that those teachers are wrong or lacking in wisdom.

-As we’ve moved away from emphasis on spreading our religion to everyone, converting everyone, maybe we’ve lost something?

-Jesus STILL sends us, with a simple message that anyone can preach in gestures or in words.  The kingdom of heaven has come near.  God is connected to this, God cares about you, God has not and will not give up on you.

Related to July 4th:  Need to be mindful and grateful for the gifts of our country—absolutely.  But we also need to be humble—not a full tool box.  Some of the solutions to what is bringing us down might lie in other nations, and those from other nations which are streaming into 

Smithsonian folklife Festival—Mexico is a teacher, showing describing and people listening….

But what if we aren’t sent out into the world like colonial missionaries, or like cows waiting to be milked, like traveling salesmen with suitcases stuffed with gadgets for every need?  What if we are sent out exactly like Jesus sent the 70?  What if we are to go out into the world EMPTY—without money or tools to fix anything or solve anything—and come back to our churches FULL—having been welcomed by strangers, fed at their table, and blessed by their hospitality?  How would this change our experience of church?  How would this change our experience of discipleship?  How would this change our experience of the world?

