Rev. Claire Matheny
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Kensington, MD
Rev. Claire Matheny is associate pastor at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church of Kensington, MD, a community whose first worship services were held in a barn back in 1884 (www.http://stpaulsk.org).

St. Paul’s has a rich history of outreach and compassion. In a 1921 church newsletter, then-Pastor William McKenney urged his parishioners: “Let us shoulder under someone’s burdens and thereby lighten our own.”
Claire has lived out that spirit in her faith journey. She chairs St. Paul’s “Beloved Community” program, which sponsors ongoing conversations and activism on race, and advocates for full LGBTQI inclusion in the Methodist denomination. As a pastor at St. Paul’s and as a student, she has worked with the poor in South Korea, Nicaragua, West London and several locations in the United States, including at Christ House – a Church of the Saviour ministry in Washington, DC.
Claire and her husband Adam Noyce live in Silver Spring with their 4-year-old daughter Phoebe and almost 2-year-old son Jay. Adam works for an international development firm, where his focus is on South America. Among his other talents, Adam plays the cello.
Before coming to St. Paul’s in 2010, Claire worked for two years as a chaplain resident at the Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. She has a Master’s Degree in Social Work from Loyola University of Chicago, and a Master’s of Divinity degree from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. She is ordained in the United Methodist Church.
Claire told us she is drawn to KC in part because of its history and deep commitment to spiritual growth and social justice. She is deeply committed to racial and justice ministries, an outgrowth of being a fourth generation Methodist pastor who was raised in Memphis, Tennessee.  In her cover letter she writes: “I have learned many valuable lessons on racial and economic disparity in the many multicultural locations that I have had the opportunity to serve.”
At St. Paul’s, she also leads pastoral care efforts, including visitations and counseling.
Why does she want to be our next EM? “I am drawn by what I can see of your joyful spirit, your whole-hearted spiritual practices, and your call to service.”

Welcome Claire and Adam!
